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HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of The Meeting of the Parish Council  

held on Tuesday 20th April 2021 

by ‘Zoom’ conference technology, 

commencing at 7.30pm 

 

Present: Cllr.  D Turvey  - Chairman 

  Cllrs: H.Jones, W. Sturges,  

   F Robertson, G Whiteley,  

   S Clifton. 

   Mr Geoffrey Parkes (Parish Clerk) 

   Dist.Cllr. Neil Butters 

   Dist.Cllr. Matt Macabe 

   3 members of the public 

       

268. Introduction   

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the latest ‘Zoom Conference’ meeting, and wished 

to thank everyone for making these meetings civil and enjoyable.  

  

269. Apologies for Absence   

Cllrs: Parkin.  Pilkington. 

 

270. Declarations of Interest 

The Chairman reminded Councillors of their duty to declare any interests in items on the 

agenda.  There were no declarations. 

 

271. Minutes of The Meeting of The Parish Council 16th March 2021 

The Council considered the minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council held on 16th 

March 2021.  It was proposed by Cllr. Turvey and seconded by Cllr. Sturges that the 

minutes be signed and adopted as a correct record. All present agreed. 

   

Resolved: That the minutes of the Meeting of The Parish Council held on 16th March 

2021 be signed and adopted as a correct record. 

  

272. Financial Reports 

 

The Clerk had circulated the Financial Statement for 1st April. 

    

The following payments were made in March: 

101123  G Parkes – Mar    380.10 

101124  W Palastre – Mar    294.13 

101125  HMRC – PAYE Mar       73.40 

101127  ALCA Subscription     125.99 

101128  Cllr. F Robertson – Zoom sub.    95.92 

101129  Cllr. W.Sturges – Litter picker & paint   20.78 

101130  Nigel Songhurst – Litter equipment    85.55 
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The following payments would be made in April 

101131  SSE Contracting Ltd. Light maint.  313.97 

101132  SSE Electricity for street lights  462.92 

101133  G Parkes – Apr    380.10 

101134  W Palastre – Apr    220.10 

101135  HMRC – PAYE Apr    146.73 

101136  ASL Internal Audit     210.00 

101137  BHIB Insurance Policy .          1,134.37 

 

Cllr. Robertson seconded by Cllr. Jones proposed that the 1st April Financial Statement 

be accepted.  All agreed 

 

Resolved That Financial Report for 1st April 2021, complete with the requests for 

retrospective and advance authority for payments be accepted. 

  (The Chairman would sign the Financial Statements)  

 

 The Clerk had circulated the audited Income & Expenditure accounts for 2020 – 2021 

and asked the Council to adopt and approve them.  He pointed out that the overall starting 

balance for the new financial year was some £1,700 lower than the previous year – which 

was as expected as it reflected the fact that B&NES was no longer funding the street 

cleaning service. The Clerk anticipated that with spending on village projects in this year 

that the balance would be further reduced by March 2022. 

  

 Cllr. Jones seconded by Cllr. Clifton proposed that the end of year accounts for 2020 – 

2021 be approved.  All agreed 

 

Resolved That the Income and Expenditure accounts for 2020 – 2021 be approved. 

 

273. Internal Audit  

The Clerk reported that the Internal Auditors  - Auditing Solutions Ltd – had completed 

their review in early April and the full reports and recommendations had been circulated 

to all Councillors.  There were only three minor recommendations. Two concerned 

updates and placement of documents on the council website (these were the Financial 

Regulations and the Standing Orders).  The third recommendation was that HCPC reduce 

the overall amount of its Reserves in line with Government guidance.  The Clerk had 

explained to the Auditor that the balance had climbed in previous years as budgeted 

projects had not been carried out, and that the overall figure was largely similar to 

surrounding councils.  He also explained that now HCPC was meeting the full cost of 

parish sweeping services, and with anticipated and budgeted projects in 2021 – 2022 that 

the Reserves figure would drop anyway in the next financial year. 

 

The next Audit phase would be the completion and submission of the Annual Governance 

and Accountability Return (AGAR) for submission to the External Auditors – KPF 

Littlejohn LLP  - at the May meeting. 
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Cllr. Turvey seconded by Cllr. Whiteley proposed that the ASL Internal Audit Report 

from 2020/2021 be adopted.  All agreed 

 

Resolved That the ASL Internal Audit Report from 2020/2021 be adopted and the 

agreed actions taken. 

 

274. Planning 

  

           Not for discussion (but recorded until a decision is made by B&NES) 

 

(i) 20/02355/FUL -  Crewcroft Barn – Supported. Refused. 

(ii) 21/00082/FUL – Hall Cottage – 3 High St – Repairs. Reinstate window. 

Supported 

(iii)  21/00083/LBA – Hall Cottage – 3 High St – Alterations. Supported 

(iv) 21/00233/FUL – Priory Cottage – Outbuilding.  Permitted 

(v) 21/00444/FUL – Homewood Park Hotel – New Conservatory. Permitted 

(vi) 21/00678/FUL – Freshford Tennis Club – Shelter – Supported 

(vii) 21/00917/LBA – Hinton House – Alterations to Stables - Supported 

 

For discussion: 

 

Before the discussions on applications the Chairman said a few words on planning overall.  

He pointed out that Parish Councillors are volunteers and not specialists in planning 

regulations. Their role, which is sometimes difficult, is to present a community view, and 

represent voices that might not be heard.  It is not to determine what is, or is not, 

acceptable according to B&NES Planning Department policies.  Applicants can save 

themselves a lot of time and effort by obtaining specialist advice or consulting the 

Planning Department in the first case.  HCPC appreciates it when applicants wish to 

present their ideas in a briefing to the entire council before an official planning application 

is lodged.  However, the Council does not appreciate lobbying and being pressured into 

deciding at what point a plan becomes acceptable.  

 

(viii) 21/01186/FUL – Stroud Farm – Conversion of disused building.   

 

Councillors discussed this application and agreed that it would have no impact on 

neighbours, and that it would provide accommodation from a disused building.  

The Council did however note that the Village Survey had indicated that residents 

are more concerned about employment before further housing.  This application 

would represent a loss of commercial storage, therefore HCPC would like to 

request that the larger barns remain in commercial use.  It also noted the issue of 

potential planning creep within the Green Belt. 

 

Cllr Turvey, supported by Cllr Clifton proposed that the Council Support the 

application; with a note on the retention of commercial use for the remaining 

barns.  All agreed.  
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(ix) 21/01547/FUL – Tuggy’s Mews – Erection of First Floor Extension.  

 

The Chairman reported that neighbours to this building had contacted him with 

strong objections to the proposal.  There appeared to be legal inaccuracies in the 

notation on the plans.  There could also be problems in what is allowed by legal 

deeds, and there were access issues.  The application would also have a profound 

effect on a number of neighbours, none of whom had been contacted by the 

applicants.  

 

Councillors considered the plans, which represent a large volume increase, 

overlooking neighbouring properties. The consensus was that the application was 

inappropriate and insensitive to the site with a large impact on neighbours; and that 

it appeared that numerous legal issues also needed to be clarified. 

 

Cllr Turvey, supported by Cllr Whiteley proposed that the Council Object to the 

application.  All agreed.  

 

Dist.Cllr Macabe suggested that the neighbour most directly affected take legal 

advice and consult with the B&NES Planning Department 

 

(x) 21/01501/FUL – Land at 9 Wellow Lane – New Two Storey Dwelling. 

 

The Council noted that this planning application had returned again.  There were 

minor reductions in the size of the building and the underground car park.  

However, Councillors remained concerned about over development in a restricted 

site and the proposed scale of excavations.  The plans involve a loss of parking 

spaces for No.11 Wellow Lane; and on- road parking for the new building within a 

narrow part of Wellow Lane - which is subject to busy traffic and movements of 

large sized farm traffic. 

 

Cllr Turvey, seconded by Cllr Robertson proposed that, as before, the Council 

Comment only on this application. All agreed. 

 

275. Highways 

(i) A36:  The Council noted that the fly-tipped tyres, opposite Branch Road, had been 

marked off by Highways England (HE), however, the agency had still not got 

around to clearing them. Dist.Cllr. Butters said that B&NES may have to take 

enforcement action against Highways England – who are the landowners. 

 

(ii) Other Roads:  The Chairman was delighted to report that thanks to the efforts of 

Nigel Songhurst at the Rose & Crown and Cllr Jones, that a Community 

Speedwatch Group was now about to start operating.  The Police would be 

providing training and had agreed a number of operating spaces.  In a 15 minute 

trial period only 6 out of 50 vehicles were complying with the 20mph speed 

limits.  

 



HINTON CHARTERHOUSE PARISH COUNCIL – BATH & NORTH EAST SOMERSET 

Meeting of The Parish Council 

Tuesday 20th Apr 2021  Page 5 

 

The Council noted the email from a resident in the High Street whose parked car 

had been badly damaged by a speeding vehicle.  

 

(iii) Footpaths.  The Chairman reported that three Councillors and the Clerk had met 

with the farm manger, and the agent, for Dyson Farming to look at the path from 

Green Lane towards Norwood.  The group discussed the use and misuse of the 

footpath system and the problem of people straying well off the rights of way.  

This did cause problems.  One hazard is dog poo that then gets picked up in 

fodder crops – with potentially lethal effects on farm livestock.  The Farm Manger 

discussed the idea of permissive paths, but also better education for people using 

them. The Council agreed it had a role to play as well and would be happy to 

promote and circulate information such as the Countryside Code. 

 

The Chairman had noted that since dog poo had been spray paint highlighted, in 

some areas, that there appeared to be less accumulating.  The Council hoped that 

the message may have started to be understood.  

 

276. Village Facilities – Bus Shelter 

(i) Cllr. Jones reported that Mr Cook now had some attractive tiles and planned to 

start work on the 4th May. The work should take about a week. 

 

(ii) Play Area.  The Chairman reported that the temporary generator at the Cricket 

Pavilion site was producing exhaust fumes that were detectable in the children’s 

play area and across the Millennium Green.  Councillors agreed that it was 

inappropriate for a generator running 24hrs a day to be exhausting gasses into a 

public area.  The Council agreed that the Clerk should write to Hinton House 

requesting that the generator be moved; and also ask if there was a revised 

construction schedule for the Pavilion, as it looked like the problem would persist 

throughout the summer. 

 

(iii) Mobile Library.  B&NES had intended that the Mobile Library restart with visits 

to the Village on 22nd April – however B&NES weren’t aware, until users of the 

library informed them, that the Cricket Pavilion parking area was now fenced off.  

The Clerk and B&NES staff had spent some time visiting alternative possible 

sites in the village but none would be able to accommodate the length or weight of 

the vehicle, or provide a level surface.   The service would not be able to resume 

until the building work at the Pavilion was finished. 

 

 

277. Environment 

The Council had noted that Limpley Stoke and Freshford parishes had launched 

initiatives to protect and enhance their local environment.  The Chairman and Council 

had enthusiastically agreed at the previous meeting that it was about time Hinton 

Charterhouse considered something similar and had invited Steve Best of the Limpley 

Stoke Nature Chain to address the meeting. 
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Steve Best explained that the group was an informal network set up during lock down 

aimed at encouraging people to think how with small changes to gardens they can be 

made more amenable to wildlife.  They would run a newsletter and hold informative talks 

from various specialists.  They had found that with just establishing the logo and the idea, 

that people were already talking about practical things they could do within the 

community. The group was very happy to share ideas with Hinton Charterhouse. 

 

Councillors asked for the contact details and agreed it could link in with a larger 

programme of informing people about the village and their environment.  The 

information boards which had appeared in Limpley Stoke were from a previous initiative 

but all agreed they were attractive and that there was scope for something similar in the 

village.  The Chairman asked everyone to think further about the subject. 

 

278. Open Forum 

 

Cllr Jones reported that individuals had been asking about access to the woodland area on 

the B3110 at the northern edge of the village near the 30mph limit.  The Council agreed 

that it would be neighbourly to suggest to the landowner that they might wish to secure 

their boundaries and access. 

 

279. Annual Parish Meeting – Date 

 

The Council noted that current Government legislation invalidated council meetings held 

remotely after the 6th May.  The Council does have to arrange a meeting open to the 

entire village once a year, but of course can’t anticipate the numbers who will attend. The 

Council agreed to delay the Annual Parish Meeting until it could be safely held in person 

in the Memorial Hall.  At the earliest this would be 21st June. 

 

280. Date of Next Meeting & Specific Items for the Agenda 

 

The date of the next meeting - which will be the Council AGM was set as Tuesday the 

18th of May 2021 at 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall.  The Council will take full precautions 

and will ask members of the public to not attend unless they really have to.  The Council 

has to hold the AGM and complete the AGAR – again because Government regulations 

only give a narrow window of time to complete these tasks.  The Clerk would issue the 

usual agenda and joining details on 13th May 2021. 

 

The Meeting Finished at 9.19pm 

Date of Next Meeting: 18th May 2021 (at 7.30pm) 


